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unwritten privileges. And when we have confessed that these primitive institutions are at present incompatible with the machinery of civilised law and police, many persons will reply that they stand self-condemned. Nevertheless, it will be a pity if these institutions, which have survived such perilous ages, and have resisted so many despotic dynasties, should now, under the dominion of a free people, succumb prematurely to the cankers of a calm world, before it is clearly understood how the void which they will leave can be filled up.